
2016 THE GRIFFIN 

Aromas suggest ripe black berry fruit with a floral hint. The richness of 
mid palate, balanced acidity and gentle tannin linger in a long finish.

More than half of this blend are classic claret varieties (Cabernet, 
Merlot, Petit Verdot), which marry with Rhone-rooted varieties (Syrah, 
Petite Sirah, Charbono) and little bit of zing from a few of Bob’s other 
favorites. 

This year’s blend is 38% Merlot, 18% Petite Sirah, 17% Petit Verdot, 
11% Syrah, 9% Charbono, 5% Cabernet Sauvignon, and 2% other reds.

The Griffin – on the Foley family crest in Irish heraldry combines the strengths 
of the lion, king of beasts, with the eagle, king of the skies. A winemaker’s 
dream is to be artistically free to combine characters into wine that is purely 
hedonic and non-compliant with varietal regulations, so The Griffin’s blend 
changes with every vintage.

SPECIFICATIONS

Wine: 2016 The Griffin
Appellation: California
Vineyard: Multiple locations – Valley Floor and Mountain AVAs
Varieties: Merlot, Petite Sirah, Petit Verdot, Syrah, Charbono, Cabernet 
Sauvignon and other reds
Harvest: Hand-picked September/October 2016
Vinification: Ten-day fermentation, French Oak barrels 
Alcohol: 15.1%
Bottled: May 2018 
Production: 3,500 cases
Winemaker: Bob Foley
Retail price: $38
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2013 PINOT NOIR

Beautiful garnet hue. The aroma suggests a medley of strawberry 
and raspberry with a slight hint of toasty oak. Medium body and 
lively on the palate, the crisp natural acidity lifts these aromas and 
provides a long elegant finish.

Aged one year in 100% new Burgundian cooperage and another 
year in the bottle, the 2013 Pinot Noir is drinking very well, with 
ample natural acidity to develop for years to come. This Pinot’s  
expression and balance combine to create a wine of nuance,  
finesse and beauty.

SPECIFICATIONS

Wine: 2013 Pinot Noir
Appellation: Carneros, Napa [Hudson vineyard]
Vineyard: Area Bob calls “Upper Carneros” where the Mayacamas 
Mountain range completes its run. Volcanic tuff soil with warm days 
and cool nights.
Variety: 100% Pinot Noir [Clones 777 (Pommard) and 5 (UC Davis)]
Harvest: Hand picked in September 2012
Vinification: Ten-day fermentation, hand punch-down, new French 
Oak barrels
Alcohol: 12.7%
Bottled: September 2015
Production: 600 cases
Winemaker: Bob Foley
Retail price: $52
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2014 MERLOT 
 
This is a Merlot for Cabernet lovers. All Merlot, but more wine than 
a lot of Cabernets! Aromas reminiscent of red currant and cassis 
couple with an insinuation of chocolate. The mid-palate is rich with 
sweet fruit flavors that resolve in a gently gripping finish.

I produced my first commercial Merlot in the 1976 vintage when it was 
about as well-known as Charbono is today. After several years of trying to 
convince folks to give it a try, its popularity grew and eventually snowballed. 

Of course, Bordeaux producers have worked with this grape variety for 
many years and it is the noble variety of the Cabernet family on the right 
bank of that region. Like its Cabernet cousin, Merlot grown in well-drained 
soils can develop profound expression and firm structure.

SPECIFICATIONS

Wine: 2014 Merlot
Appellation: Napa Valley
Vineyards: Calistoga and Howell Mountain
Variety: 100% Merlot
Harvest: Hand-picked October 2014
Vinification: Ten-day fermentation, French Oak barrels 
Alcohol: 15.1%
Bottled: May 2016
Production: 800 cases
Winemaker: Bob Foley
Retail price: $52
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2014 NAPA VALLEY CABERNET SAUVIGNON

The exposure provided by high elevation, slopes, and extreme 
drainage combined with fundamental vineyard practices produced 
exceptional grapes for us in the 2014 vintage.

Our 2014 “Purple Label” Napa Valley Cabernet is 100% varietal in 
composition, yet it is a blend of ridge-top Atlas Peak fruit and the 
stony Calistoga vineyard where the high rocks there create thermals, 
drawing warming air through the vine rows, working the magic of 
ripening.

Fully ripe cherry pie. Mid-palate gives the impression of thickness, 
sweet fruit, and just a hint of mocha. Pleasantly mouth-coating, am-
ple tannin in the finish lingers on. This vintage is delicious in its youth 
but will continue to deliver with many years of proper bottle aging. 

[RP 94+]

SPECIFICATIONS

Wine: 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon
Appellation: Napa Valley
Vineyard: Multiple locations – Valley Floor and Mountain AVAs
Variety: 100% Cabernet Sauvignon
Harvest: Hand-picked October 2014
Vinification: Ten-day fermentation, French Oak barrels 
Alcohol: 15.5%
Bottled: May 2016
Production: 900 cases
Winemaker: Bob Foley
Retail price: $92
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2014 CLARET 

Our flagship wine is full and rich and even across the palate. Black cur-
rent and cherry aromas marry with a hint of cedar in this elegant and 
seamless Cabernet-based blend. The complexity of flavors is carried 
across the palate in a silky texture, resolving in a lingering and gentle  
finish. The Claret, Napa-Style, is made of the best we have in the cellar 
– a classic Left Bank Bordeaux-style blend of 80% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
17% Merlot and 3% Petit Verdot. 

The mountain vineyards (Howell Mountain, Mount Veeder) share a common 
denominator in structure – big firm shoulders, masculine tannins, but individual 
characteristics. Howell Mountain, at 2000ft, on the east side of Napa Valley, has 
extreme exposure, larger temperature swings, and volcanic soil, creating very 
firm tannins. Mount Veeder has geologically churned volcanic and ocean-floor 
soil and the vineyard is nestled in a dense wild forest, which contributes exotic 
aromatics of menthol and spice in a slightly more refined interplay. Calistoga 
vineyards are hotter and earlier to ripen, which provide the mid-palate lushness 
of glycerin and a higher alcohol.

[RP 95]

SPECIFICATIONS

Wine: 2014 Claret
Appellation: Napa Valley [Calistoga, Howell Mountain, Mount Veeder]
Vineyards: Mountain and Valley floor – see above
Varieties: 80% Cabernet Sauvignon, 17% Merlot, 3% Petit Verdot
Harvest: Hand picked October 2014
Vinification: Ten-day fermentation, French Oak barrels [20 months]
Alcohol: 15.5%
Bottled: May 2016 
Production: 700 cases
Winemaker: Bob Foley
Retail price: $125
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